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Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Rush, dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 24, 1823. 

“4 resolution of the house of representatives, al- 
yost unanimously adopted at the close of the last ses- 
sion of congress, requested ‘the president of the 
United States to enter upon and to prosecute, from 
time to time, such negociations with the several ma- 
riiime powers of Europe and America, as he may 
deem expedient, for the effectual abolition of the | 
African slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as | 
piracy, uader the law of nations, by the consent of the 
civilized world,’ 

“atthe two preceding sessions of congress, com- 
mittees of the house had proposed a resolution, ex- 
pressed in more general terms, that ‘the president of 
the United States be requested to enter into such ar- 
rangements. as he may deem suitable and proper, 








the French government, and tend rather to irritation 
than to the accomplishment of the object for which it 
was desired. Mr. Gallatin was, nevertheless, in- 
structed separately to bring the subject to the notice 
of the French government; and did so by a note, com- 
municating to them copies of the recent laws of the 
United States for the suppression of the trade, and 
particularly of that by which it has subjected every 
citizen of the United States, who, after the passage of 
the law, should be polluted with it, to the penalties 
of piracy. 

“On the 29th January last, Mr. Canning, in a letter 
to this department, repeated the invitation of a joint 
and concurrent remonstrance, to be made by the 
British ambassador and our minister in France; and 
at the same time called, with great earnestness, upon 
the government of the United States, either to accede 
to the principle of the mutual and qualified right of 


oy 
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with one or more of the maritime powers of Europe, | search, emphatically pronounced, in his belief, to be 
for the effectual abolition of the African slave trade; | the only eflectual measure devised, or likely to be de- 
and this resolution had, in each case, been the con- | vised, ‘for the accomplishment ef the end, or to bring 
clusion of a report, recommending that the United | forward some other scheme of concert,’ which it again 
States should accede to the proposal of a mutual and | declared the readiness of lis majesty’s minister to 
qualified concession of the right of search. The sen- | examine with respect and candor, as a substitute for 


uments of the committee were, in this respect, differ- | 
ent from those which had been expressed by the exe- | 


that of the British cabinet. 


‘“‘However discouraging this call for an alternative 


cutive department of the government, in its previous | might be, thus coupled as it was with so decisive a 


correspondence with that of Great Britain. 


No de-| declaration of belief, that no effectual alternative had 


cision by the house of representatives, wes made] been, or was likely to be devised, an opportunity was 
upon these resolutions proposed at the preceding ses- | offered, in pursuance of the resolution of the house 
sions; but, upon the adoption of that which did pass | of representatives, adopted at the close of the late 
at the last session, it was well ascertained, that the | session of congress, for proposing a substitute, in our 
sentiments of the house, in regard to the right of | belief, more effectual than the right of search could 
search, coincided with those of the executive: for| be, for the total and final suppression of this nefari- 
they explicitly rejected an amendment which was| ous trade, and less liable, either to objections of prin- 
moved to the resolution, and which would have ex-| ciple or to abuses of practice. 


pressed an opinion of the house, favorable to the mu-) 
tual concession of that right. 


“This proposition was accordingly made, in my let- 


‘ter to Mr. Canning of 31st of March last, to which his 
“You have been fully informed of the correspon-. letter of the 8th of April was the answer. 


In this an- 


dence between the governments of the United States | swer Mr. Canning barely notices our proposition, ta 
ind of Great Britain, concerning the suppression of| express an opinion that his government will see in it 
the slave trade heretofore; and have been, from time, nothing but an acknowledgment of the necessity of 
to time, effectually instrumental to it yourself. You} further and more effectual measures, and then pro- 
are aware of the grounds upon which the proposals, | ceeds with an claborate review of ail the objections 
on the part of Great Britain, that the United States| which, in the previous correspondence between the 
should accede to the stipulations similar to those} two governments, had been taken on our part to the 
which she had succeeded in obtaining from Spain,| British connected proposal of a mutual right of 
Portugal and the Netherlands, were, on our part, de-| search, and a trial by mixed commissions. Our ob- 


clined. ; 
“The subject was resumed by the British minister | 


jection had been of two kinds; first, to the mixed com- 
missions, as inconsistent with our constitution; and, 


residing here, Mr. 8. Canning, ashort time before the | secondly, to the right ef search, as a dangerous pre- 
decease of the marquisof Londonderry. It was sug- | cedent, liable to abuse, and odious to the feelings and 
ested that, since the total disappearance of the Bri- | recollections of our country. 


tish and American flags, as well as of those of the | 


“In this letter of Mr. Canning, the proposal of trial 


nations which had consented to put the execution of | by mixed commissions is formally withdrawn, and 
their Jaws against the trade under the superinten-| an alternative presented as practicable, one side of 
dence of British naval officers, it continued to flou-' which only, and that the inadmissible side, is distinct- 


rish under that of France; that her laws, though in | 


word and appearance equally severe in proscribing | 


ly offered, namely, of trial by the courts of the captor. 
“The other side of the alternative would, indeed, 


the traffic, were so remiss in the essential point of | remove our constitutional objection, and with it might 
*xecution, that their effect was rather to encourage, | furnish the means of removitrg the principal inherent 


than to suppress it: and the American government 


of France, by instructing the minister of the United 
States at Paris, to concur in those which the British 
ambassador at that court had been charged with mak- 
‘ng, to ensure a more vigilant fulfilment of the prohi- 
bitory laws. This invitation, at that time given only 
‘noral conference, was also declined, from an impres- 


sion, that such a concurrence might give umbrage to 
You. XXVI--—24. 











| objection to the concession of the right of search, 
Was urged to join in friendly representations to that | 


that by which the searching officer is under no re- 
sponsible contro] for that act. 

“But, in our previous -correspondence, our strong 
repugnance to the right of search had been adverted 
to, merely, as mattter of tact, without tracing it to its 
source, or referring to its causes. The object of this 
forbearance had been, to avoid all unnecessary colli- 
sion with feelings and opfniens, which were not the 
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same on the part of Great Britain and upon ours. They 
had been willingly left undiscussed. This letter of 
Mr. Canning, however professedly reviewing all the 
previous correspondence for the removal or ¢void- 
ance of our objections, and contesting the analogy be- 
tween the right of search, as it had been found ob- 
noxious to us, and as now proposed for our adoption 
by formal compact, 1 have been under the absolute 
necessity of pointing out the analogies really existing 
between them, and of shewing that, as right of search, 
independent of the right of capture, and irresponsible, 
or responsible only to the tribunals of the captor it 
is, as proposed, essentially liable to the same objec- 
tions as it had been, when exercised as a belligerant 
right. Its encroaching character, founded in its na- 
ture as an irresponsible exercise of force, and -ex- 
emplified in its extension from search for contraband | 
of war, tosearch for enemy’s property, and thence to 
search for men of the searcher’s own nation, was thus 
necessarily brought into view, and connected the ex- 
hibition of the evils inherent in the practice, with that 
of the abuses which have been found inseparable 
from it. | 
“We have declared the slave trade, so far as it may | 
be pursued by citizens of the United States, piracy; | 
and, as such, made it punishable with death. The re- | 
solution of the house of representatives recommends | 
negociation, to obtain the consent of the civilized 
world to recognize it as piracy, under the law of na- | 
tions. One of the properties of that description of | 
piracies is, that those who are guilty of it may be tak- | 
en upon the high seas, and tried by the courts of every 
nation. By the prevailing customary law, they are tried 
only by the tribunals of the nation to which the ves- 





‘sel belongs in which the piracy was commiited. The | 


crime itself has been, however, in modern times, of | 
so rare occurrence, that there is no uniformity in the | 
laws of the European nations, with regard to this, 
point, of which we haye had remarkable and deci- 
sive proof within these five years, in the case of pi- 
racy and murder, committed on board the schooner 
Plattsburg, a merchant vessel] of the United States. 
Nearly the whole of her crew were implicated in the 
crime, which was committed on the high seas. They 
carried the vessel into Christiansand, Norway, there 
abandoned her, and dispersed; three of them were , 
taken up in Denmark, one in Sweden, one at Dant- | 
ziz, in Russia, aud one in Franee. Those taken up in 
Denmark, and in Sweden, were delivered up to off- | 
cers of the United States, brought to this country, | 
tried, convicted, and executed. The man taken at 
Dantzig was, by the consent of the Prussian govern- | 
ment, sent to Elsinure, and there confronted with 
those taken in Denmark. The evidence against him 
on examination was decisive: but, as he persisted in 
the refusal to confess his guilt, the Prussian goveri- | 
iment, bound by an established maxim of their muni- | 
cipal law, declined either to deliver him up or to | 
try lim themselves, but sent him back to Danizig, 
there to remain imprisoned for life. The French go- | 
vernment, upon advisement of the highest judicial 
authority of the kingdom, declined, also, either to try 
the man taken up there, or to deliver him up, unless 
upon proof of his guilt being produced against him, 
at the place where he «as confin d; with wich cor 
dition, it not having been in our power to comply, the 
inan remained there, also in prison, presumably for 
life. From these incidents, it is apparent that there is 
no uniformity in the modes of trial, to which piracy, 
by the law of nations, is subjected in different Lkuro- 
pean countries; but that the trial itself is considered 
as the right and the duty only of the nation to which | 
the vessel belongs, on board of which the piracy was 
committed. This was, however, a piracy committed 


on board of a vessel by its own crew. External pira- 
cies, or piracies committed by, and from one vessel 
azaiust another, may be tried by the courts of any | 


i Settee 


country, but are more usually tried by those of the 
country whose vessel have been the sufferers of the 
piracy, as many of the Cuba pirates have been trie, 
in the British West India Islands, and some of then, 
in our courts. 

“This principle we should wish to introduce inty 
the system, by which the slave trade should be 
recoguized as piracy, under the law of nation. 
namely, that, although seizable by the officers ang 
authorities of every nation, they should be triabje 
only by the tribunals of the country of the slave 
trading vessel. ‘This provision is indispensable ty 
guard the innocent navigator against vexatious deten. 
tiops, and all the evils of arbitrary search. In com. 
mitting to foreign officers the power, even in a case 
of conventional piracy, of arresting, confining ay¢ 
delivering over for trial, a citizen of the United States. 
we feel the necessity of guarding his rights from aj! 
abuses, and from the application of any laws of 
country other than his own. 

“The draft of a convention is herewith enclosed 
which, if the British government should agree ie 


treat upon this subject on the basis of a legislative’ 


prohibition of the slave trade by both parties, under 
the penalties of plracy, you are authorized to pro. 
pose and toconclude. ‘These articles, however, are 
not offered to the exclusion of others which may be 
proposed on the part of the British government, nor is 
any one of them, excepting the first, to be insisted on 
as indispensable, if others equally adapted to answer 
their purposes should be proposed. It is only from 
the consideration of the crime in the character of pi- 
racy that we can admit the visitation of our merehant 
vessels by foreign officers for any purpose whatever, 
and in that case, only under the most efiective respon- 
sivility of the officer for the act of visitation itself, 
and for every thing done under it. . 

“If the sentiments of the British government should 


_be averse to the principle of declaring the trade it- 
| Self, by a legislative act, piratical, you will not pro- 
pose or communicate to them, the enclosed project 
of convention. 
derstand, are two-fold to carry into effect the reso- 


its objects, you will distinctiy un- 


lution of the house of representatives; and to meet, 


explicitly and fully, the call so earnestly urged by the 


British government, that, in declining the proposal: 
pressed by them upon us, of conceding a mutual and 


qualified rightof search, we should offer a substitute 
for their consideration. 


The substitute, by declaring 
' . . . - . . ’ 
the crime piracy, carries with it the right of search 


for the pirates, existing in the very nature of the 


crime. But, to the concession of the right of search. 


_distinet from the denomination of the crime, our ob- 
| jections remain in all their original force. 


‘it has been intimated by Mr. S. Canning, that tlie 
suggestion itself, to the British government, of the 
propriety of their passing a legislative act, might ex 


cite in them some repugnancy to it. We should re 


_ gret the excitement of this feeling which the very n2- 


iure of the negociation seems to foreclose. Besides 
the legislative enactments, which have been vil- 
tually pressed upon us by all the invitations to con- 
cede the right of search, and to subject our cil 
zens to trial for violation of our own laws, by foreizt 
tribunals, Great Britain, in almost all her slave 
trade treaties has required, and obtained, express 
stipulations for the enactment of prohibitory laws, 
by France, Spain, Portugal and the Netherlands. !' 
was not expected that she would receive with reluc- 
tanee, herself, a mere invitation to that which she 
had freely and expressly required from others. Stil, 
if the sentiment should exist, we would forbeat 
pressing it to the point of irritation, by importunity. 
You will, in the first instance, -simply state, that, i! 


the British government is prepared to proclaim the 


slave trade piracy, by statute, you are authorized t 
propose and to conclude a convention, by which the 
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»utual co-operation of the naval force of Great Bri-; or not, the boarding officer shall deliver to the mas* 
ain and of the United States may be secured, for; ter or commander of the visited vessel, a certificates 
carrying into effect the law which, on that contingen- | in writing, signed by the said boarding officer with 
sy, will be common to both. Should the obstacle to his name, and the addition of his rank in the service 
the preliminary prove insuperable, you will refer the | of the United States, and the name of the public 
objections, on the part of the British cabinet, to this | vessel of the United States, and of her commander, 
sovernment, for consideration. by whose order the said visit shall have been or- 
* «By the loose information, hitherto communicated | dered; and the said certificate shall declare, that the 
1 the public journals, it would seem that the propo- | only object of the said visit is to ascertain whether 
sition for recognizing the slave trade as piracy, by the said British merchant vessel is engaged in the 
he law of nations, was discussed at the congress of slave tradc, or not; and, if found to be so engaged, to 
Verona. We are expecting the communication of’ take and deliver her over to the officers, or the tri- 
he papers relating to this subject, promised by lord: bunals of her own nation, for trial and adjudication. 
Liverpool to be laid before parliament. Heretofore, | And the commander of the said public vessel of the 
aithough the United States have been much solicited | United States, shall, when he delivers her over to the 
and urged to concur in the measures of Great Bri-| officers or tribunals of Great Britain, deliver all the 
tain and her allies, for the suppression of the trade, | papers found on board of the captured vessel, indicat< 
they have been always communicated to us as pur- ing her national character, and the objects of her 
poses consummated, to which the cecession of the Unit- voyage, and with them a like certificate of visitation, 
ed States was desired. From the general policy of | in writing, signed by his name, with the addition of 
yvoiding to intermeddle in European affairs, we have | his rank in the navy of the United States, and the 
requieseed in this course of proceeding; but, tocarry ,name of the public vessel commanded by him, to- 
fully into effect the late resolution of the house of re- gether with the name and rank of the boarding offi- 
nresentatives, and, to pursue the discussions hereaf-' cer, by whom the said visit was made. This certifj- 
‘er, with Great Britain herself, whether upon her cate shall, also, specify all the papers received from 
nroposals or upon ours, it is obviously proper, that the master of the vessel, detained or visited, or 
sommunication should be made to us of the progress found on board the vessel, and shall contain an 
of Ruropean negociation, for accomplishing the com- authentic declaration, exhibiting the state in which 
mon purpose, while it is in deliberation. If we are he found the vessel detained; and the chai.,°s, 
‘o co-operate in the result, it is just that we should if any, which have taken place in it, and the numbex 
beconsulted, atleast with regard to the means which of slaves, if any, found on board at the moment of 
weare invited to adopt.” detention. And the same duties herein described 
fa shall devolve upon every commander, or commis¢ 
SUPPRESSION OF TIE SLAVE TRADE. sioned officer of the royal navy of Great Britain, by 
‘lconvention for the suppression of piracy, committed by: Whom, or by whose order, any merchant vessel of the 
. the African slave trade. United States, or navigating under their flag, shall be 
drticle 1. The two high contracting powers, hay-/ Visited for the said purposes, and upon the boarding 
ing each separately, by its own laws, subjected their | ofticer by. whom the visit shall be effected, on the 
subjects and citizens, who may be convicted of carrve | high seas, or any where without the territorial juris- 
ing on the illicit traffic in slaves on the coast of Afri- | diction of Great Britain. 
ca, to the penalties of piracy, do hereby agree touse! -frticle 4. Nomerchant vessel of either of the ¢on< 
their influence, respectively, with the other maritime tracting parties, under the convoy of a pubdlie vessel 
inl civilized nations of the world, to the end that! of her own nation, shall, under any circumstances 
the said African slave trade may be recognized and whatever, be captured or visited by, or from, any 


oo oe 


declared to be piracy, under the law of nations. | public vessel of the other nation, as being engaged, 
Article 2. It is agreed by the two high contracting | or on suspicion of being engaged, in the slave trade. 

*\ : te i . | " ° - r 

narties, that the commanders and commissioned offi- | Article 5. No search shall be made by, or under 


cers of either nation, duly authorized under the regu- | the orders of, the commander or boarding officer of 
‘ations and instructions of their respective govern- | any public vessel, of either party, visiting any mer- 
ments, to ernise on the coasts of Africa, of America, , Chant vessel of the other, as being engaged, or under 
or of the West Indies, for the suppression of the slave | Suspicion of being engaged, in the slave trade, ex- 
‘rade, shall be authorized, under the conditions, Jimi- |cepting such as may be necessary to ascertain if 
‘ations and restrictions hereinafter mentioned, to | there be staves on board for the purposes of the said 
capture and deliver over to the duly authorized and | traffic, or other proof that the said vessel is so engag- 
commissioned officers of the other, any ship or vessel | ed. No person shall be taken out of the said visited 
‘orrying on such illicit traffic in slaves, under the flag of | oY captured merchant vessel of either nation, by the 
‘Ne said other nation, for the account of their subjects or ‘commanding officer of the visiting vessel, or under 
“zens, to be sent in for trial and adjudication by the tri- | his order. Norshallany part of the cargo of the said 
ounals of the country to which such slave ship or vessel | Visited vesse! be removed out of her, until delivered 
veal belone. And the said commanders and commis- | over to the officers, or tribunals, of her own nation. 
‘ioned officers shall be further authorized to carry,| -Trticle 6. Whena merchant vessel af eifher na- 
send in, any such slave-trading ship, so by them | tion shall be captured, as being engaged in the slave 
‘aptured, into the ports of the country to which such | trade, by any commander or commissioned officer 
Vave-trading ship shall belong, for trial by the tribu- of the navy of the other nation, it shall be the duty of 
als, and conformably to the laws, of the said coun- | the commander of any public ship of the navy of the 
Ty. Butthe slave ship, so captured, shall not be sent | nation to which the captured vessel shall belong, up- 
nto the ports of tried by the tribunals of the captor. , on the offer thereof being made to him by the com- 
Trtiele 3. If any naval commander or commis-| manderof the capturing vessel, to receive into his cus- 
“toned officer of the United States of America, shall, | tody the vessel so captured, and to carry or send the 
"the high seas, or any where without the territo- | Same intothe poris of his own country, for trial and 
ual jurisdiction of the said states, board or cause to be | adjudication. And at the time of delivery of the said 
ae any merchant vessel of Great Britain, and | vessel, an authentic declaration shall be drawn up, in 
vs — same as a slave trader, or on suspicion of | triplicates, signed by both the commarders of the de- 
ened a engaged in carrying on the illicit traffic in| livering and of the receiving vessels, one copy of 
chal be every case, whether the said visited vessel which shall be kept by each of them, Stating the cir- 
por of Fs ders and delivered over, or sent into the | cuntStances of the delivery; the condition of the ves- 

| her own country for trial and adjudicatien, | sel captured at the time of the delivery; the number of 
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# aves, if any, on board of her; a list of ail the papers the persons and vessels concerned in that traffic for 
reccived, or found on board of her at the time of cap- | trial and adjudication, by the tribunals and laws of 
ture, and delivered over with her, and the names of | their own country. 

the master or commander of the captured vessel, and Article 10. itis further agreed, that this richt of 
of every person on board of her, other than the slaves, | visiting, detaining and delivering over for trial, ves. 
at the said time of delivery: and the third copy of the }sels engaged in the slave trade, shall he ex: reised 
said declaration shall be transmitted with the said | only by the commissioned officers of the nay the 
captured vessel, and the papers found on board of | parties respectively, furnished with instructions (roy 
her, to one of the portsof the country to which the | their respective governments, for the exeertic) of 
said captured vessel shall belong, to be produced be- | their respective laws for the suppression of th 


fore the tribunal appointed or authorized to decide |trade. That the boarding officer, and the cant, se 
upon the said capture; and the commander of the |commander of the vessel exercising these ich 9, or 
said capturing vessel shall be authorized to send the |either of them, shail be personally responsible, in 
boarding officer, and one or two of his crew, with the | damages and costs, to the master and owners of every 


said captured vessel, to appear as witnesses of the facts | merchant vessel so by them detivered over, detained 
in relation to her capture and detention, before the | or visited, for every vexatious or abusive exercise of 
said tribunal. The reasonable expenses of which |ihe right. In the ease of every vessel delivered over 
Witnesses, in proceeding to the place of trial, during jas herein stipulated, for trial, the tribune! shall be 
their necessary detention there, and for their return competent to receive the complaint of the master 
to their own country, or to rejoin their station in tts | owner, or owners, or of any person on board of stich 
service, shall be allowed by the tribunal of trial; and| captured vessel, or interested in the property of 
in case of the condemnation of the captured vesscl,|her cargo at the time of her detention; and, oh 
be defrayed from the proceeds of the sale thereof; and | suitable proof of such vexatious or abusive deten- 
in case of the acquittal of the said vessel, they shall | tion or visitation, te award reasonable damages and 
be paid by the government of the capturing ofiieer. | costs tothe sufiercrs, to be paid by the said command: 

Irticle 7. The commander or commissioned oft-| ing or boarding officer, or either of them, so charged 
eer of the navy of either of the contracting parties, | with vexatious or abusive detention or visit. And the 
having captured a merchant vessel of the other, as | high contracting parties agree, that their respective 
being engaged in the slave trade, if there be no pub-| governments shal], in every such case, cause pay- 
jie vesselof the nation to which the said captured | ment to be made of all such damages and costs so 
vessei belongs, cruising upon the same station, to the frderinchages. to the persons so entitled to receive them, 





commander of whom the said captured vesse! may be | within twelve months from the date of such award. 
delivered over, as stipulated in the preceding ar-| And, 1f any case of such vexatious or abusive deter- 
ticle, shall carry or send the said captured vessel to} tion or visit should occur, in which the vesse) de- 
some convenient port of her own country, there tobe j tained or visited shall not be delivered over for trial 
delivered up to the competent tribunal, for trial and! and adjudication, as herein provided, the coffmar- 
adjudication. And the said captured. vessel shall | der and boarding officer, by whom such vexatious and 
there be libelled, in the name and behalf of the cap- , abusive detention or visit shal] have been made. shall, 
tors; and in case of the condemnation of the said ves-/| also, be responsible, in costs and damages, to the 
sel, the proceeds of the sale thereof and of her cargo, | sufferers, upon complaint before the competent aé- 
if also condemned, shall be paid to the commander of | miralty court of the couniry of the said commander 
the said capturing vessel, for the benefit of the cap-. and boarding officer. And the respective goverr 
tors; to be distributed according to the established ments shall, in like manner, cause payment to be 
rules of the service of the nation to which such| made of any damages and costs awarded by said 
capturing vessel shall belong, for the distribution of court, within twelve months from the date of the 
prize money. | award. 

Article 8. The captain or commander and crew,} .frticle 11. A copy of this convention, and of the 
of the said vessel so captured and sent in for trialand laws of the two countries actually in force for the 
adjudication, shall be proceeded against conformabiy prohibition and suppression of the African slave 
to the laws of the country, whereinto they shall be so trade, shall be furnished to every commander of tie 
brought upon the charge of piracy, by being engaged public ‘vessels, instructed to carry into effect suc 
in the African slave trade; and the captain or com- prohibition. And in case any such commanding ofi- 
mander, the boarding officer, and other persons be- cer of the navy of the United States, or of Grea! 
longing to the capturing vessel, shall be competent: Britain, shail deviate in any respect from the dispos 
witnesses to the facts relating to the said charge and ' tions of this treaty, and from the instructions of bis 
to the capture of the said vessel, to which they shail government, conformable to it, the government whit 
be personally Knowing; but every such witness, upon shall conceive itself to be wronged by such condutt, 
the criminal trial for piracy, shall be liable to be, shall be entitled to demand reparation; and in sud 
challenged by the person accused, and sct aside as in-:! case the government of the nation, to the service © 
competent, unless he shall release and renounce ali: which he may belong, binds itself to cause inquit! 
his individual claim to any part of the prize money, | to be made into the subject of the complaint, and 
upon the condemnation of the vessel and cargo. inflict upon him, if he be found to have deserved it, $ 

/irticle 9. It is agreed between the high contract- , punishment proportioned to the transgression whic 
ing parties, that the right of visiting, capturing and’ has been committed. 
delivering over for trial, the vessels engaged in the: .4rticle 12. The present treaty, consisting of — 
African slave trade, and assuming their respective: articles, shall be ratified, and the ratifications ¢* 
flags, is mutually conceded to the officers of their re- | changed within one year from this date, or sooner, " 
spective navies, on the consideration that they have, | possible. 














by their respective laws, declared their citizens and; In witness whereof, the respective plenipotenti* 
subjects, actively participating in the said traffic, | ries have signed the same, and thereunto affixed thei 
ilty of the crime of piracy. seals. 
That no part of this convention shall be soconstrued,} Done at , the ——— day of , in the 
as to authorize the detention, search, or visitation, of | year of our Lord, . 
the merchant vessels of either nation, by the public Mr. Adams to Mr. Middleton—No. 17. 
officers of the navy of the other, except vessels en- DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
gaged in the African slave trade, or for any other pur- Washington, 28th July, 1825. 
nose Whatever, than that of seizing and delivering up| Sir: At the close of the last session of congress,’ 
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resolution was adopted by the house of representa-; also separately treating with us, we wish it to be 


= 


tives, almost unanimously, requesting ‘the president} considered whether it would not be expedient, on all 
ofthe United States to enter upon and to prosecute, | sides, that communication should be made to us of all 
from time to time, such negociations with the several| the jointly concerted measures, while they are mere 
maritime powers of Europe and America, as he may! proposals: and not that the knowledge of them should 
jeem expedient, for the effectual abolition of the| be withheld from us, until they are matured into posi- 


jfrican slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as 
piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of 


ine civilized world.” 


In pursuance of this resolution, instructions for 
carrying it into effect have been given to the ministers 
of the United States, destined to the republics of Co- 
ionbia and of Buenos Ayres, and tothe minister who | 


jas recently departed for Spain. 












But, as a negocia- 
tion for co-operation to effect the suppression of the 


tive treaties. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble and 
obedient servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Henry MIpDLeTon, envoy extraordinary and 

minister plenipotentiary U. States, at St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Adams to Mr. Everett—No. 10. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Sih August, 1822. 

Sir: At the close of the last session of congress, a 

resolution was adopted, almost unanimously, by the 





ubject was forwarded to Mr. Rush, together with a) house of representatives, ‘‘That the president of the 
wl power, and a draft of a convention, to be propos-| United States be requested to enter upon and to pro- 
d, in substance, to that government, and which hej secute, from time to time, sueh negociations with the 


| several maritime powers of Europe and America, as 


A copy of that instruction and draft are herewith! he may deem expedient, for the effectual abolition of 
paclosed; the general terms of which you will com-| the African slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation 
junicate, at such time, and in such manner, to the as piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of 


| In pursuance of this resolution, instructions for 
{) carrying it into effect have been given to the minisiers 
>, of the United States, destined to the republics of Co- 


ited, and copies of the laws of the United States,'! lombiaand of Buenos Ayres, and to the several minis- 
You will particularly | ters of the United States, in Europe. 


As a negociation for co-operation, to effcet the sup- 


pth May, 1820, by which this offence, when commit-' pression of the African slave trade, had already been 
dby citizens of the United States, is subject to the commenced with Great Britain, a special instruction 


| upon the subject has been forwarded to Mr. Rush, 
| together with a full power and a draft of a conven- 
tion, to be proposed, in substance, to the British go- 
vernment, and which he is authorized to conclude. 
A necessary preliminary to the conclusion of this 
proposed convention, should it meet the assent of the 


was not accéded to by any one of the other powers! British government, will be the enactment of a sta- 


tute, declaring the crime of African slave trading 
piracy, by the British law. In_ that event, it is pro- 
posed, by proper co-operation, that the influence of the 
two powers shvuld be exerted, to obtain the consent 


( MaAfrican slave trade, had already been commenced 
‘ with Great Britain, a special instruction upon the 
e 
r 
hy 
of ees Deen authorized to conclude. 
mn 
ne 
vd 
q. Magnperial Russian government, as you shall think pro-| the civilized world.” 
ed ee: 
he You will, also, communicate to them the purport o 
ive Mage resolution of the house of representatives, above 
ay 
<9 Mgpohibiting the slave trade. 
1m. Magprite their attention to the two sections of the act of! 
rd, 
[en- , 
de- gmevalties of piracy. 
rial Mae he proposal that this principle should be recogniz- 
san: Mae oy the general consent of civilized nations, recom- 
and (mended by the resolution of the house of represen- 
hall, Maes, Appears to be substantially the same with 
the [geet made by Great Britain at the congress of Verona. 
t ad: 
nder ager’ assembled, and the conferences on this subject 
‘ern: ated there by a mere renewal of the joint de- 
o be ation against the traftic, of the congress of Vienna. 
said age /ong as the trade shal! not be recognized as piracy 
f the MEE Be law of nations, we cannot, according to our 










ited States. 


provision to guard against them. 
181s the object of the stipulations proposed in the 


he nation, which may be captured as slave tra- 
» Dy the cruisers of another, should be delivered 
lor trial to the tribunals of their own country. 
eu will see that Mr. Rush is instructed to corres- 
‘ith you upon this subject. If the draft of the 
3 €uclosed should lead to the conclusion of a 
cition between the United States and Great Bri- 
* communication of it to the Russian govern- 
willbe made as soon as possible, and we shail 








fable to him, shall be invited. 


‘nistry, that it will be the desire of the govern- 
ol the United States to proceed in this matter, 
tect good understanding and harmony with 
Pvt ie will farther intimate that, as this has 

‘© a general concern of the whole civilized 
! and as Great Britain is negociating, jointly and 
Y, With each and every of her allies in Europe, 
»4nd again with them all together, while she is 















stitution, subject our citizens to trial for being 
raged in it, by any tribunal other than those of the 


fhe admission of the crime as piracy, by the law of 
ons, would seem, necessarily, to subject the per- 
ators of it to capture by the armed force of every 


on. And this might endanger the lawful com-j trader to the officers or tribunals of his own country, 
ce of the maritime nations, by subjecting them to} for trial and adjudication. 
abuses of vexatious searches, without some spe-| 


therewith transmitted; requiring that all vessels 


Os ‘ 2c 4 . . . 7. 
se that his imperial majesty’s accession to it, il 


€ mean time, you will informally suggest to | 


of other nations to the general outlawry of this traffic, 
as piracy. In the mean time, to give, at once, effect 
to the concert of both nations, it is proposed that the 
armed vessels of both, duly authorized and instructed, 
shall have power to capture the slave trading vessels 
which may assume the flag of either, and, if not of 
iheir own nation, to deliver over the captured slave 





This principle is essential, as connected with that of 
constituting the traffic piracy, by the law of nations. 
So long as the offence was considered as of inferior 
magnitude, the constitution of the United States for- 
bade the submmission of it, when charged upon the 
citizens, to any foreign tribunal; and when the crime 
and the punishment are aggravated to involve the life 
of the accused, it affords but a more imperative in- 
| ducement for securing to him the benefit of a trial by 

his countrymen and his peers. 

It appears that, at the conferences of Verona, the 
proposition was made by the British government, that 
the slave trade should be recognized and proclaimed 
as piracy by the Jawof nations. We have, therefore, 
reason to hope that the proposal now made to them, 
on the part of the United States, will be favorably 
considered by them. In that case, further commnu- 
nications on the subject, with other governments, will 
ensue. 

In the mean time, to fulfil the intentions of the 
house of representatives, in relation to the Nether- 
lands, you will communicate to their government 2 
copy of the resolution, together wita copies of the 
laws of the United States, prohibiting the slave trade, 
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with particular notice of the two sections of the act of nations. This is the same proposition recommendes fy 2°25" 
15th May, 1820, by which the crime of being concern-. by the resolution of the house of representatives of selves, 
ed in the African slave trade, when committed by: the United States. The ultimate object of the Unitea me” t 
citizens of the United States, is declared to be, and is States and of Great Britain, therefore, is the same. necess 
made punishable as for piracy. And you will an-! ‘The negociations suggested by the resolution of a that 
nounce the readiness of the American government, ; the house, must depend, materially, for their chara. could | 
should it suit the views of his majesty the king of the | ter and progress, with reference to other powers MM” © 
Netherlands, to enter upon a negociation, for the, upon the event of that which is thus pending with in fore 


















yurpose of carrying into effect the object of the re-! Great Britain. The instructions to the ministers of and fai 
solution of the house of representatives; namely, the | the United States in other countries have, therefops least - 
denunciation of the African slave trade as piracy, by ; been only of a general character.” ‘BB i rench 
the law of nations. / “Portugal is the only maritime power of Europe At pr 
I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble and: which has not yet declared the African slave trade mill cor 
obedient servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | without exception, unlawful. Her own internal sity! UPO! 
ALEXANDER H. EvERETT, Esa. ‘tion has, perhaps, recently tended to diminis)) ¢)) tion of 
Charge d’ Affaires United Slates, to the Netherlands. {influence of those interests, whieh have prevailed aig: 
— heretofore to delay and postpove her acquiescence "> 4 
Extracts of a letter, No. 6, from Mr. dams to gen. Dear- in the principle of total proscription upow that trad, etter to 
born, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiery It is hoped that she will not much longer resist qq OU! 
of the Uniled States, at Lisbon, dated predominating spirit of the age, calling so loudly Upor 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, { the rulers of mankind effectually to put down the ery tracts 
Washington, 4ugust 14, 1823. | ing sin of that abominable traffic. — « 
“At the close of the last session of congress,areso-! ‘In communicating to the Portuguese governmey 
jution was adopted, almostunanimously, by the house copies of the resolution of the house of represent - 
of representatives—‘That the president of the Unit-| tives, and the laws of the United States prohibiting<} ‘Tl hay 
ed States be requested to enter Upon and to prose-! slave trade, you will state that the government of (ggp??'!au 
cute, from time to time, such negociations with the United States will be ready to enter, at any ting iective | 
several maritime powers of Europe and America, as; when it may suit the views of that of Portugal, upo ‘On th 
he may deem expedient, for the effectual abolition of | the negociation contemplated by the resolution.” BF""sts 
the African slave trade, and its ultimate denuncia- | = B may I 
tion as piracy, under the law of nations, by the con-| Mr. Rusk to Mr. Adams, giving him the substance ¢j oka 
lier Wha 


sent of the civilized world.’ conversation with Mr. Canning. 

“A negociation, for concerting measures of co-ope- [exTRacts. ] 
yation to effect the suppression of the African slave! Loxpvon, October 9, 1823. 
trade, had already, for several years, been pending | “This latter subject,” (the slave trade), ‘the said 
with Great Britain; for which reason a special iastruc- | was his wish to take in hand with me himself, a 
tion has been transmitted to Mr. Rush, together with} thus keep it detached from the general negociation 


ersation, 
use new 
an only | 
ill be ree 






























a full power anda draft of convention to be proposed, ‘Whilst we were speaking of the mode of takit Mr. 8) 
in substance, to the British government, which he is | up the question of the slave trade, I did not scruple ae 
authorized to conclude. intimate, even at this early stage, that, unless this SR: The 


“Should this proposal meet the assent of the Bri-| vernment was prepared to say, that it would cause 
tish government, a necessary preliminary to the con-! statute to be passed, declaring the trade by its o 
clusion of the convention will be the passage of an} subjects to be piracy, and rendering it punishable 
act of parliament, declaring the crime of African) such, in manner. as had been dove by the Unit 
slave trading, when committed by British subjects, | States, that I was not authorized to make any proj 
piracy. An act of congress to that effect, as relates| sals upon the subject; that this, in fact, was the o 
to citizens of the United States, has been in force, as} basis upon which it fell within the intentions of 
rou are aware, these three years. When the crime| government to attempt any arrangement of the 


ourt, had, 
d to you! 
‘ely ado 1 
on of the | 
uded for { 
yernment 
® United 

i this sy 


shall have been constituted piracy by the statute law ject whatever. 1] was happy to hear Mr. Cann been vj 
of both countries, each with reference to its own | say, in reply, that he did not, speaking from his fi they had 
citizens or subjects, the principle offered by the} impressions, see any insurmountable obstacle, Uf,, that a 


projected convention is, that the armed vessels of this score, te our proceeding with the subject.” 
each, especially empowered and instructed to that — 





*n declari 
ath, the A 





end, shall be authorized to capture slave trading ves-| Extract from No. 11, of Mr. Sheldon, charge dafuiriiiy it 

sels assuming the flag of the other, and to deliver over the United Siales at Paris, lo the secretary of slat tt the 
the captured vessels to the public cruisers, or to the Panis, October 16, 18-4 i 
trinunals of theirown country for trial. This plan ‘In the same confersnee,lalso i. formed Mr ht b, CO-0 
is offered as a substitute for that which was offered | Chateaubriand of the resolution of the house of req}, os o 
tous by Great Britain, which was predicated on the | sentatives respecting the slave trade, which made entop apes 


treaties already concluded between that power andj subject of your despateh, No. 2, of the 14th of Au 
Spain, Portugal and the Netherlands. The leading | He repeated, in substance, what he had before s ¥ of th 
principle of these treaties was the mutual concession; to Mr. Gallatin, in conversation, viz: Thal HM ,, ) wae 
of the right of maritime search, in time of peace, to! French government were sincerely desirous 0! Hi | ar dit 
the armed vessels of both, cruising for slave traders, | ting an end to that trade, and were taking all ny Ms dir 
and a mixed court of commissioners and arbitrators, | measures in their power to effect it, by purswgMyiy, ee 
sitting in colonial possessions of the parties, for the} fenders and executing rigidly the laws now! etino ae 
trial of the delinquents. To this system the United| istenee; but that the public ‘opinion, general ; hinietes to 
States have steadily declined to accede, for two rea-| Franee, and more especially in the chambers; bh er | 
a 


"ers, to th: 





























sons: one, because they had an invincible repug-j against it, owing, not only to the prevalence 0 hm from tt 
nance to subject their merchant vessels to the mari-} lonial interest in the question, but, particularly,’ brtunities ; 
8, 


time search of foreign officers, in time of peace; and| circumstances under which their stipulations 
the other, because they could not subject their citi-| England upon this subject had been made: sol 
ZEUS to the jurisdiction of foreign tribunals, upon; were they upon this point, that the proposit! 
trials for offences against their laws. adding new rigors to their laws, would be 


“tual with 
“Ippressio 


, ban “lions. wi 
“Atthe conferences of Verona, the British govern-!as a new concession to that power, and, ih... to a 
ae) ” .« ~ } , “ ¢ r . . e 5 > 
ment appears to have preposed, that the African| of being adopted in the chambers, would be RNces Pc 
z a We 









slave trade should be declared piracy by the law of] likely to provoke an attempt to repeal the prohill 
t ; i 
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measures already established, in order to rid them- 
gives, in that way, of one of the charges imposed 
ynon them by the foreign occupation; that time was 
necessary to wear away these impressions; and, un- 
jj) that should have arrived, no minister in France 
ould be strong enough, upon this point, to do more 
‘han to watch over the execution of the laws already 
in force, Which they were now disposed to do, fully 
and faithfully, and which, if not entirely efficient, at 
least made the prosecution of the trade, under the 
french flag, hazardous and difficult. 

At present, therefore, itis not probable that France 
rill consent to the proposal of the president, to en- 
rupon the negociation contemplated by the resolu- 
tion of the house of representatives. I have, how- 
ever, made the proposal, in obedience to your direc- 
‘ions; and have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
etter to viscount de Chateaubriand, in which I have 

mmunicated to him that resolution.” 





-_ 


fitracts from No. 14, of Mr. Sheldon, charge d’ affaires, 
| to the secretary of state, dated 
“Parss, Nov. 5, 1823 

‘Thave received answers from viscount de Cha- 
auyriand, on the subject of the new and more 
fective measures proposed against the slave trade.” 
“On the subject of the slave trade, the answer 
manifests a disposition to adopt such new provisions 
» may be found necessary for its more effectual 
upression; and this disposition really exists; but, 
er what Mr. de Chateaubriand had stated in con- 
esation, and which I have already communicated, 
nese new and more rigorous legislative provisions 
an only be introduced gradually, and some time 
ll be required for effecting that purpose.” 


























Mr. Sheldon to the viscount de Chateaubriand. 
Paris, October 15, 1823. 
Sm: The minister of the United States to this 
uirt, had, some time before he left Paris, transmit- 
ito your excellenecy copies of the laws succes- 











mofthe slave trade. This communication was in- 
nled for the special purpose ef making the French 
ernment acquainted with the fact, that, so far as 
‘ United States were concerned, their legislation 
on this subject had been effectual; that their laws 






















‘nt that a human tribunal can inflict. Since it has 
en declared to be piracy, and punishable with 
ath, the American flag has no longer been soiled 
ath it. 

Atthe last session of congress, that body, desirous 
itthe co-operation of the other maritime powers 
tht be obtained in measures which we had found 
te so effectual, formally requested the president 
titer upon and prosecute negociations with those 
"ers, to that end. Ihave the honor to enclose a 
Yof the resolution adopted, with great unanimity, 
the house of representatives, upon that subject; 
‘lam directed to declare, that the president is 































mith France, whenever it may be agreeable to her. 
Tuctions to the same effect have been given to all 








t. powers, and the favorable results which are 
td from them will be made known, at the earliest ' 
‘tunities, to the French government. It may be 
‘tted that a co-operation in measures, equally 
tual with those heretofore brought forward for | 
‘ippression of this trade, and not open tosimilar | 
“tions, will be generally and readily afforded. | 
“Sto offer to your excellency the renewed as- | 
tices, &e. &e. D. SHELDON. | 



















ily adopted by the United States for the suppres- | 


My toenter upon the negociation contemplated by | 


Winisters of the United States accredited to fo- | 


- = _ 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 
Viscount de Chateaubriand to Mr. Shelilon. 
Paris, October 29, 1823. 
Sir: You did me the honor of writinz me, on the 
15th of this month. that the government «f the United 
States had only attained the effectual suppression of 
the slave trade by making it piracy, and by render- 
ing those guilty of it liable to the same punishment. 
You have, at the same time, informed me, that that 
| government was disposed toco-operate with the other 
| powers, by negociations, to attain, by the same means, 
the complete and general abolition of this traffic. 
The communication which you did me the honor to 
address to me, cannot but deserve great consideration. 
I have requested the keeper of the seals to review, 
| with great care, the laws and ordinances which have 
been made in France for obtaining the abolition of 
the trade; to certify, after this examination, in what 
points they may be insufficient, and to propose, for 
completing them, in case of need, all the new disposi- 
, tions which might accord with the independence and 
rights of the flag, and which might appear most pro- 
per to assure, in France, in an efficacious manner, 
the absolute cessation of a traffic so contrary to the 
rights of humanity. 
Accept, sir, the assurances, &c. 
CHATEAUBRIAND. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Everett, charge daffaires, 
to the secretary of state, dated 

Lrussevs, November 20, 18258. 
“I have received from the baron de Nagell a preli- 
minary answer to my note of the 7th, upon the slave 
trade, of which I have the honor to enclose a copy.” 

[ TRANSLATION. ] 
Mr. Everett to Baron de Nagell. 

Brussexs, November 7, 1823. 
Sin: I have the honor to subjoin to your excel- 
lency, by order of my government, a printed copy of 
ithe laws of the United States, which forbid their citi- 
zens to pursue the slave-trade; also, a copy of the 
resolution of the house of representatives of the Sth 





|of February, 1823, by which the president is request- 
ed to concert, with the maritime powers of Europe, 


|and of America, the measures which may be most 


proper to effect the abolition of that trade, and to 


‘make it, by the universal consent of the civilized 
world, equivalent to the crime of piracy. 
dbeen violated, and the trade had continued, un-| Your excellency will remark, that it is alread 


they had denounced against it the highest punish- | viewed in this light by the laws of the United States. 


The act of 15th March, 1820, declares, (sect. 4 and 5), 
that the persons subject to the jurisdiction of the re- 
public, who shall be engaged in the slave.trade, cither 
by seizing these unfortunates by force or fraud, and 
carrying them on board their vessels, or by keeping 
them there, and making them an object of traffic, 
shall be deemed pirates, and punished with death. 
In fact, this pretended commerce bears all the cha- 
racteristics of piracy: that is, of felony committed on 
the sea. And, asit has been denounced as a crime by 
the greater part of civilized nations, it ought to fall 
into the particular class of crimes to which it natu- 
rally belongs, and undergo the penalties which the 
usage and the law of nations impose upon them. An 


‘unanimous declaration of the Christian powers to 


this effect, would inevitably produce the entire ces- 
sation of the trade. The public ships of each power 
would then be authorized, by the law of nations, to 
cruise against the persons who might be engaged in it, 
without regard to the colour of the flag with which 
they might pretend to be sheltered. Whilst, if the 
trade is only regarded, in each country, as an offence 
against the municipal laws, it would be lawful for any 
one nation alone, by permitting it, to afford an asylum 
under its flag, to the pirates of all the others 
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which his majesty has already displayed in his efforts 
to bring about the abolition of this infamous com- 
merce, furnishes a presumption to- the government 
of the United States, that that of the Low Countries 
will voluntarily co-operate with it to that effect. In 
communicating to your excellency the subjoined pa- 
pers, and in praying that you will be pleased to lay 
them before the king, I am charged to announce to 
him. tle desire of the president of the United States 
to obtain the co-operation of his majesty in this work 
of justice, and to establish a concert between the two 
powers, in the measures which they may pursue, in 
common, to render the slave trade equivalent to the 
crime of piracy, by the universal consent of the 
Christian world. 

IT eagerly embrace this occasion to renew to your 
excellency the homage of my most distinguished con- 
sideration. A. H. EVERETT. 

| TRANSLATION. | 
Baron de Nuageli to Mr. Everett. 
Brussexs, «VYovember 13, 1823. 

Sim: I] have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 7th of this month, containing some 
propositions in regard to the slave trade, and to inform 
you, that, without delay, I laid this paper, and its en- 
closures, before the king. 

I shall hasten to impartto you the determination of 
his majesty, as soon as I shall have been informed of 
it; and, in the mean time, I seize this opportunity to 
renew the assurance of my distinguished considera- 
tion. A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 
[With Mr. Rush’s No. 2, of 15th March, 1824.—-See 

page 233.| 
BRITISH COUNTER PROJET. 
C.— Preamble. 

Ilis majesty, the king of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and treland, and the United States of North 
America, being desirous to co-operate for the com- 
plete suppression of the African slave trade, by mak- 
ing the law of piracy, as applied to that traffic under 
the statuies of their respective legislatures, imme- 


cee et 
et 


clusive authority: provided, however, that the delay 
required for this purpose, be not such, from peculiar 
and unavoidable circumstances, as to enable the sus. 
pected vessel to escape. 

It is further agreed that any such ship or vessel, so 
captured, shall either be carried or sent by the cap- 
turing officer, to some port of the country to which it 
belongs, and there given up to the competent autho- 
rities, or be delivered up for the same purpose to any 
duly commissioned officer of the other party; it being 
the intention of the high contracting powers, that any 
ship or vessel within the purview of this convention. 
and seized on that account, shall be tried and adjudg- 
ed by the tribunals of the captured party, and not by 
those of the captor. ; 
II. In the case of any ship or vessel detained by the 
cruisers of either of the two contracting parties, on 
suspicion of carrying on the slave triide, beihe found, 
on due examination, by the boarding officer, to be 
chartered on account of any of the subjects or citi- 
zens of the other party, although not actually bearing 
the flag of that party, nor owned by the individuals on 
whose account she is chartered, or by any other citi. 
zens or subjects of the same nation, it is hereby 
agreed that, in such case, also, upon the delivery of 
the said vessel to the tribunals of that country to 
which the persons on whose account she is chartered 
belong, the vessel, cargo and crew, shall be proceed- 
ed against, in like manner as any other vessel, cargo 
and crew, within the purview of this convention, in 
so far as the general practice under the law of nation: 
will allow. 

Ill. Whenever any naval commander or commis- 
sioned officcr of either of the two contracting pow- 
ers, sha]], on the high seas, or any where not within 
the exclusive jurisdiction of either party, board or 
cause to be boarded, any merchant vessel, bearing 
the flag of the other power, and visit the same asa 
slave trader, or on suspicion of her being concerned 
in the slave trade, in every such case, whether the ves- 
sel so visited shali, or shall not, be captured and deli- 
vered over, or sent ito the ports of her own countr 
for trial and adjudication, the boarding officer shall 





diately and reciprocally operate on the vessels and 


sited 


| deliver to the master or commander of the 


subjects or citizens of each other, have respectively | vessel, a certificate, in writing, signed by the said 


appointed their plenipotentiaries to negociate and 
conclude a convention for that purpose; that is to say, 


boarding oflicer, and specifying his rank in the navy 
of his country, together with the names of the com- 


on the part of his Britannie majesty, the right honora-| mander by whose orders he is aeting, and of the n2- 


ble William Huskisson, &ec. &e. and the right honora- 
ble Stratford Canning, &c. &c. and on the part of the 
United States, Richard Rush, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary from those states io the 
court of his majesty; which plenipotentiaries, after 
duly communicating to each other their respective 
full powers, tound to be in proper form, have agreed 


‘tional vessel commanded by him; and the said cert 
‘ficate shall further contain a declaration, purporting 
_ that the only object of the visit is to ascertain whether 
the merchant vessel in question is engaged in the 
slave trade or not; and, if found to be so engaged, to 


'take and deliver her to the officers or tribunals of 


her own country, being that of one of the two cot- 


upon and concluded the following articles: tracting parties, for trial and adjudication. 

I. The commanding and commissioned officers of | In all such cases, the commander of the national 
each of the two high contracting parties, duly autho- | vessel, whether belonging to Great Britain or to the 
vized, under the regulations and instructions of their} United States, shall, when he makes delivery of is 
respective governments, to cruise on the coast of Afri-| capture, either to the officers or to the tribunals of the 
ca, of America and of the West Indies, for the sup-| other power, deliver all the papers found on boa 
pression of the slave trade, shall be empowered, un- | the captured vessel, indicating her national characte! 
der the conditions, limitations and restrictions herein-| and the objects of her voyage, and, together wit 
after specified, to detain,examine, capture and deliver | these, a certificate, as above, of the visit, signed wil 
over for trial and adjudication, by some competent | his name, and specifying his rank in the navy of hl 
tribunal, of whichever of the two countries it shall | country, as well as the name of the vessel commané 
be found on examination to belong to, any ship or ves-| ed by him, together with the name and profession 
sel concerned in the illicit traffic of slaves, and carry-|rank of the boarding officer by whom the said VI"! 
ing the flag of the other, or owned by any subjects | has been made. 
or citizens of either of the two contracting par-| This certificate shal} also contain a list of all # 
ties, except when in presence of a ship of war of its| papers received from the master of the vessel] detail! 
own nation; in which case the commanding officer of | ed or visited, as well as those found on board the =“ 
the other party, instead of ordering the detention or| vessel. It shall also contain an exact description ' 
search of the suspected vessel himself, snall give in- 


formation of his suspicions to the commander of the 
said ship of war, and invite him to cause the suspect- 
ed vessel to be searched and detained under his ex 





the state in which the vessel was found when deta 
ed, and a statement of the changes, if any, ¥! 
lave taken place init, and of the number of slaves; 
-Jany, found on board at the moment of detenti2” 
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IV. Whenever any merchant vessel, of either na- 
tion, shall be visited, under this convention, on suspi- 
cion of such vessel being engaged in the slave trade, 
no search shall, in any such case, be made on board 
the said vessel, except what is necessary for ascer- 
taining, by positive and sufficient proofs, whether she 
is or is not engaged in that illicit traffic. No person 
shall be taken out of the vessel so visited, though 
measures of restraint and personal coercion, neces- 
sary for the detention and safe delivery of the vessel, 
may be employed against its crew, by the command- 
ing officer of the visiting vessel, or under his orders; 
nor shall any part of the cargo of the visited vessel be 
taken out of her, till after her delivery to the officers 
or tribunals of her own nation; excepting only when 
the immediate removal of all, or a part of the slaves, 
if any, found on board the visited vessel, shall be ne- 
cessary, either for the preservation of their lives or 
for the safety of the persons charged with the navi- 
gation of the said vessel after her capture. And any 
of the slaves so removed, shall be duly accounted for 
to the government of that country to which the visited 
vessel belongs, and shall be disposed of according to 
the laws of the country into which they are carried, 
the regular bounty, or head money, allowed by law, 
being, in each instance, secured to the captors, for 
their use and benefit, by the receiving government. 

V. Whenever any merchant vessel, of either nation, 
shall be captured, under this convention, it shall be 
the duty of the commander of any ship belonging to 
the public service of the other, charged with the in- 
structions of his government for carrying into execu- 
tion the provisions of this convention, on the coast of 
Africa, of America, or of the West Indies, at the re- 
quisition of the commander of the capturing vessel, to 
receive intohis custody the vesse! so captured, and to 
carry or send the same, for trial and adjudication, 
into some port of his own country. In every such 
case, at the time of the delivery of the vessel, an au- 
thentic declaration shall be drawn up in triplicate, and 
signed by the commander, both of the delivering and 
receiving vessels, one copy, signed by both, tobe kept 
by each of them, stating the circumstances of the de- 
livery, the condition of the captured vessel at the time 
of delivery, including the names of her master or 
commander, and of everyfother person, notaslave, on 
board at that time, and exhibiting the number of the 
slaves, if any, then on board her, and a list of all the 
papers received or found on board at the time of cap- 
ture, and delivered over with her. The third copy of 
the said declaration shall be left in the captured ves- 
sel, with the papers found on board, to be produced 
before the tribunal charged with the adjudication of 
the capture. 

And the commander of the capturing vessel shall 
be authorized to send any one of the officers under 
his command, and one or two of his crew, with the 
captured vessel, to appear before the competent tri- 
bunal, as witnesses of the facts regarding her deten- 
tion and capture; the reasonable expenses of which 
witnesses, in proceeding to the place of trial, during 


their detention there, and for their return to their own ! 


country, or to their station in its service, shail be al- 
lowed by the court of adjudication, and defrayed, in 
the event of the vessel being condemned, out of the 
proceeds of its sale. 
vessel, the expenses, as above specified, of these wit- 
nesses, shall be defrayed by the government of the 
capturing officer. 

VI. Whenever any capture shall be made under this 
convention, by the oflicers of either of the contract- 
ing parties, and no national vessel of that country, to 
which the captured vessel belongs, is cruising on the 
same station where the capture takes place, the com- 
mander of the capturing vessel shall, in such case, 
either carry or send his prize tosome convenient port 
of its own country, or of any of its dependencies, 


where a court of vice admiralty has jurisdiction, and 
there give it up to the competent authorities, for trial 
and adjudication. The captured vessel shall then be 
libelled according to the practice of the court taking 
cognizance of the case; and in case of its being con- 
demned, the proceeds of the sale thereof, and of its 
cargo, if also condemned, shall be paid to the com- 
mander of the capturing vessel, for the benefit of the 
captors, to be distributed among them according to the 
rules of their service respecting prize money. 

Vil. The commander and crew of any vessel cap~ 
tured under this convention, and sent in for trial, 
shall be proceeded against conformably to the laws of 
the country whereinto they shall be brought, as pirates 
engaged in the African slave trade; and it is further 
agreed, that any individual, being a citizen or subject 
of either of the two contracting parties, who shall be 
found on board any vessel not carrying the flag of the 
other party, nor belonging to the subjects or citizens 
of either, but engaged in the illicit traffic of slaves, 
and seized or condemned on that account, by the 
cruisers of the other party, under circumstances 
which, by involving such individual in the guilt of 
slave trading, would subject him to the penalties of 
piracy, he shall be sent for trial before the competent 
court in the country to which he belongs, and the rea- 
sonable expenses of any witnesses belonging to the 
capturing vessel, in proceeding to the place of trial, 
during their detention there, and for their return to 
their own country, or to their station in its service, 
shall, inevery such case, be allowed by the court, and 
defrayed by the country in which the trial takes 
place. 

VIII. The right, reciprocally conceded by the two 
contracting powers, of visiting, capturing and deliver- 
ing over for trial, the merchant vessels of the other, 
engaged in the trafic of slaves, shall be exercised 
only by such commissioned ofiicers of their respective 
navies as shal] be furnished with instructions for ex- 
ecuting the laws of their respective countries against 
the slave trade. 

For every vexatious and abusive exercise of this 
right, the boarding officer, and the commander of the 
capturing or searching vessel shall, in each case, be 
liable in costs-and damages to the master and owners 
of any merchant vessel delivered over, detained or 
visited by them, under the provisions of this conven- 
tion. 

Whatever court of admiralty shall have cogni- 
zance of the cause, as regards the captured vessel 
in each case, the same court shall be competent to 
hear the complaint of the master, or of any person 
on board, or interested in the property of her cargo, 
at the time of her detention; and, on clear indubitable 
proof being given to the court, of any vexation and 
abuse having been practised during the search or de- 





tention of the said vessel, contrary to the provisions 
and meaning of this convention, to award reasonable 
costs and damages to the sufferers, to be paid by the 


commanding or boarding ollicer convicted of such 
misconduct. 





In ease of the acquittal of the | 





The government of the party, thus cast in damages 


|and costs, shall cause the amount of the same to be 


| paid, in each instance, agreeably to the judgment of 
‘the court, within twelve months from after the date 
i thereof. 

| In case of any such vexation and abuse occurrinz 
‘in the detention or search of a vessel detaineu under 
this convention, and not afterwards delivered over for 
trial, the persons aggrieved, being such as are speci- 
fed above, or any of them, shall be heard by any court 
‘of admiralty of the country of the captois, before 
| which they make complaint thereof, and the com- 
imander and boarding officer of the detaining vessel 
| shall, ineach instance, be liable, as above, in costs and 
damages, tothe complainants, according to the judg- 
ment of the court, and their government shal! equally 
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hiding herself in a dog kennel. She recognized the; Accounts from Galway, in Ireland, represent the 
voice of one of the assassins, as the farrier attached | western part of that country as in a state of “frightful 
to the farm. On the following day, the magistrates distress,” and that the condition of the country was 
proceeded to thespot. The farrier’s wife stated that | so alarming, that, if the peasantry were not relieved, 
her husband had been absent for several days; but ‘‘starvation must be the- inevitable consequence.” 
a gendarme, as he was going away, perceived one of The typhus fever had also set in, and several fami- 
the farrier’s children, and enquired where his father lies were reduced toa scanty morsel once in twenty- 
was. The child replied, ‘““My papa is busy with some four hours. There was a total want of employment. 
persons counting money in the cellar.” The officers France. M. de Chateaubriand has been suddenly 
entered the cellar, and the twenty-two brigands were dismissed from the ministry, and Mr. Villele appoint- 
taken into custody, and committed to the prison of ed to fill his place ad interim. It does not appear to 


Versailles. |be.a matter of much importance; though there are 
_—— many speculations about it. 
STRANGE LEGAL Facts. To burn a house of which} It is stated that the health of the king of France is 


the criminal is tenant at will, is capital; but if he has | in a precarious state; that the next arrivals may pro- 
a lease, it is only a misdemeanor. To wound cattle |; bably bring an account of his death. 

is a capital crime; to wound a man is only a misde-j; The bill for holding septennial parliaments has 
meanor. A comedian, who performs in a theatre passed in the house of deputies, by a vote of 292 
royal, is a reputed person; but if the same comedian to $7. 

plays the same character in a theatre which wants the! Mr. Fenwick, bishop of Cincinnati, in North Ame- 
stamp of royalty, he is a rogue and a vagabond. A! rica, has just left Lyons on his return from Rome, 
gentleman of large property may hunt on the ground | where he has been to solicit the benedictions and the 
of a man of small property, while the man of small | assistance of the head of the church in favor of his 
property may not hunt on his owngrownd. Peersand diocess, one of the most extensive in the world, and 
members of parliament cannot be arrested for debt, | perhaps the poorest. He proceeds to Paris, whence 


$6 56%: do. of 1815, 104; U. S, bank shares 241. 5s. 


but their creditors may. [English paper. | 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


From London papers to the 20th June. 


Great Britain and Ireland. A proposition had been 
discussed at a public meeting in London, for forming | 
2 canal between Bristol and the English channel, | 
large enough for ship navigation. The object is to 
avoid the dangerous passage around the Land’s End, | 
especially in winter. The cost is estimated at one | 
million two hundred thousand pounds. The resolu- | 
tions were adopted. | 

Information had been received of the passage into | 
a law of the tariff bill in England. 

The petition of the merchants of London, praying | 
for the recognition of the independence of the South | 
American governments, was to be called up in the 
house of commons on the 15th ult. The second read- | 
ing of the Irish insurrection act was passed on the 
14th ult. 

The bill to repeal the act to prevent artizans ieav- 
ing the.country, was read a third time and passed in 
the house of lords. 


The deputy earl marshal of England died at Lon- 
don on the 17th June last. 

Two persons, eminent in literature, were reported 
to be engaged in writing the memoirs of lord Byron. 
They are said to have been long intimate with his 
lordship, and to be both in possession of authentic do- 
cuments. 

A letter-carrier at the London post office has been 
sentenced to death for secreting a letter containing a 
51. note. 

A Chinese lady, said to be very beautiful, isin Lon- 
don. She is said to be the first female from that | 
country who ever visited England. 

N. Goodsel, late of New York, but now of Leigh 
street, Burton-crescent, London, has obtained a pa- 
tent for a machine, or piece of machinery, for break- 
ing, scutching and preparing flax and hemp for use, 
upon an improved method, and threshing out the 
seed thereof, and which is applicable to the threshing 
of any other kind of grain, and also for shelling clover 
and other seeds. 

A patent has been taken out in England, for a ma- 
chine, for making all kinds of shoes, gloves, caps and 
hats, cartouch boxes, scabbards and sword sheathes, 
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Sterling in their treasury, in coin. 


he returns to his diocess by way of England. 

Spain. There have been riots at Madrid because 
of a lack of bread. The bakers’ shops were protected 
by a strong military guard. The kingdom is yet in « 
very unsettled state. The presence of the French 
troups only prevents the breaking out of a civil war. 

Turkey and Greece. Letters from Constantinople 
are to the 17th May. It now appears certain that 
the evacuation by the Turks of Moldavia and Wal- 
jlachia has been determined on. The porte has de- 
spatched several couriers to Bucharest and Jassy to 
regulate the final evacuation of those provinces. 
There were only 5,000 Turkish troops in the two 
principalities. 

The captain pacha sailed for the Dardanelles on the 
ist May, for the supposed purpose of attacking some 
of the islands. He was closely watched by the Greeks. 

The patriots have lately captured 18 Turkish trans- 
ports. At the last accounts, they had about 200,000/. 


Their affairs look 
well. 


Letters, recently received from Greece, convey 
the agreeable intelligence, that the Turks, who had 
affected a landing in Candia and Negropont, were re- 
pulsed at the first mentioned place, with great slaugh- 
ter. The force of Ulysses at Negropont was considera- 
ble, and it was fully expected that the utmost extent 
of the evil of the arrival of the Turkish troops would 
be only to prolong the resistance of that fortress. 
The Turks are said to have abandoned all idea of in- 
vading the Morea this summer. 

Itis stated that two Austrian vessels, when on their 
way from Constantinople to Alexandria, had been 
boarded by the Greeks, and several Turkish passen- 
gers taken out, who were held until high ransoms 
were paid. A complaint had been made upon the 
subject to the Greek government, and the answer 
was as follows:—‘‘The executive were sorry to hear 
of the affair, and hoped it would be satisfactorily ex- 
plained. It was notorious, however, that Austrian 
vessels were employed in conveying Turkish officers 
as passengers to the fortresses besieged by the Greeks, 
and in other ways violating neutrality.” 

A press has been established at Nauplia, which 
was sent to the Greek government by Mr. Firmin Di- 
dot. It is the second which this enlightened typogra- 
pher has bestowed on the Greeks. 

The friends of lord Byron have objected, in the 
most positive manner, to the removal of his body to 


England. It is to be interred at Zante. 
Egypt. It is reported that 6,742 men were lost by 


the blowing up of the arsenal at Cairo, among whom 
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were three pachas. The Weckabites have possessed ; 
themselves of all Arabia, and declared war against | 
Egypt. Upper Egypt is said to be in insurrection, at | 
the head of which is a religious fanatic. | 


East Indies. At Madras, Pondichery, &c. the peo- | 
ple are suffering exceedingly for the want of food. | 
The rice stores had been broken open and plundered | 
by a crowd, supposed to be 100,000 strong! 

Sierra Leone. The intelligence recently received | 
from this colony places the death of sir Charles | 
MeCarthy beyond all doubt. He was killed at a| 
place called Assamacow. His force amounted to 
400 regulars and 1,)00 militia when attacked by the | 
Ashantees. Only two officers and twenty-five men | 
eseaped. The otlicers were brevet major Ricket and | 
Lieutenant Erskine. The Ashantees quartered sir | 
Charles, and it was said the king had taken his skull | 
forahelmet. The 1,100 militia were Fantees. The 
Ashantee force was supposed to be about 10,000. 


Colombia. The new loan, to the amount of 1.4,750,000 
stock, has been contracted for by the agents of the 
Colombian government and the house of B. A. Gold- 
smidt and Co. at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, 
payable hali-yearly, without deduction. The whole 
loan to be redeemed at the expiration of thirty years. 

By a letter from Laguira, dated July 3, we are in- 
formed that 10,000 men would leave that place ina 
few days for Puerto Cabello, where they will be em- 
barked for Chagres, to join gen. Bolivar in Peru. 


Mexico. A conspiracy has lately been discovered 
in the Mexican capital, having for its object the pro- 
clamation of Iturbide. A woman acted as secretary. 
The official papers were headed ‘‘God, independence 
and the he roof Iguala.’”?> Among the conspirators, 
twenty-two in number, area general of division, two 
brigadier generals, two lieutenant colonels and seve- 
ral conspicuous citizens. A council of war has been 
held, two persons have been sentenced to death and 
ihe remainder doomed to perpetual banishment. 

Official documents published by order of government. 
letter from his excellency D. Augustin de Iturbide. 

“The love of country animated our troops at Iguala; 
it led me toencounter every obstacle, and it still burns 
in my heart, notwithstanding the decree of the 8th 
\pril, 1822, and the means used by certain authori- 
lies to injure my good name; all of which proceeded 
{rom erroneous impressions, or personal malignity. 
! respect the Mexican nation, for whom I can enter- 
‘ain no other feelings than those of affection and eter- 
nal gratitude. 

“The designs of the European powers against the new 
world, will shortly be developed. 1 have resolved to 
place myself in a situation where I may fly to the aid 
of my countrymen, if they should require my service. 
| suspected that certain ministers, accredited at the 
court of Tuscany, would use means to frustrate my in- 
‘entions; these suspicions have been confirmed by 
public acts, with which the sovereign congress are, no 
doubt, acquainted. 

‘It will be for the representatives of the nation to 
consult and decide whether my services, in a military 
capacity, only, may not be of some utility, by uniting 
the public voice, and by contributing with my sword 


The following is the decree of the congress of Mexi- 
co in relation to the ex-emperor: 

The sovereign constituent congress of Mexico have. 
been pleased to issue the following decree:— 

Ist. That D. Augustin de Iturbide shall be declared 
a traitor and outlaw from the first moment that he 
may appear in any partof our territory, under any 
pretence or title whatsoever. 

2d. Whoever may use means to favor his return to 
the Mexican republic, either by encomiastic publica- 
tions, or in any other manner, shall be declared trai- 
tors to the confederation, and shall be judged confor- 
mably to the Jaw of the 27th of September, 1823. 

3d. The same declaration is made against all per- 
sons who may aid or abet any foreign invader, and 
they will likewise be amenable to the aforesaid law. 

The supreme executive power will take the neces- 
sary measures for the due execution of this decree, 
and will cause it to be printed, published and circu- 
lated throughout the empire. 


Jose M. CaBrera, president. 
Mexico, 28th April, 1824. 








Foreign State Paper. 

The following is a copy of the note addressed by the 
grand vizier Ghalib pacha to lord Strangford, com- 
plaining of the conduct of England. 

‘The ambassador, our friend, never ceases saying 
to the sublime porte, that the laws of his country de 
not allow the court of London to prevent the English 
from aiding the Greek rebels in making war against 
the Mussulmen, and that it has no power to punish 
these acts of glaring injustice. If any person, endow- 
ed with less sagacity than our friend, the ambassador, 
had advanced such an assertion, we should have sup- 
posed it had been done with the intention of knowing 
how far credulity could extend. It is too absurd to 
say, that any government, however, administred, and 
whatever may be its laws, has not the power of pre- 
venting its own subjects from making war according 
to their own pleasure, and to violate treaties which 
exist between their government and another power. 
The adminstration and internal laws of England have 
a reference only to the English. The regulations of 
a state cannot be quoted as a justification of the im- 
proper conduct of the subjects of any state whatever 
against any other power; these things must be regu- 
lated by international law, which forms the basis of 
all relations between governments and nations, and 
not the laws or customs of any individual state. Let 
us suppose, (which God forbid), that a part of the 
subjects of Great Britain were in open rebellion 
against the king, and that the subjects of another so- 
vereign, at peace and on friendly terms with Great 
Britain, for example, those of the sublime porte, 
were to send them, publicly, succours of every de- 
scription, ammunition, money, provisions, and efiec- 
tive officers, would England admit as an excuse for 
such conduct, that the porte had not a right, or had 
not the power, to control t:e improper conduct of 
its subjects, because the laws of the country gave to 
every Mussulman the right of making war on all 
those who did not profess the same faith. If these 





to secure the liberty and independence of my coun- 
try. 
shall be enabled to bring with me arms, ammunition, 
clothing, and money; and I solemnly protest, that 


I can offer the most confident assurance that I | 


principles were admitted, what would be the situa- 
tion of one country with regard to another? That 
general peace England pretends to have so much at 
heart, would no longer depend on treaties or on the 





when Isee Mexico with her liberty secured, her peo- 
ple united, and her enemies vanquished, I shall most 
cordially congratulate her on the dangers she has 
passed, and cheerfully retire to private life. 

‘‘My first wish is for the happiness of my country, 
ind for her I offer up my fervent vows to Heaven. 

AvGuSTIN DE ITURBIDE. 

To the sovereign constituent congress of Mexico. 
Tondon, 13th February, 1824. 


laws of nations. It would be at the mercy and ea- 
| price of the passions of the people. It would be sup- 
posed that every thing was done in preserving the 
appearance of friendship, and each government 
would think it had dope its duty in saying to its neigh- 
bor, ‘Lam your very sincere and disinterested friend; 
be contented with this assurance, and do not be dis- 
pleased if my subjects go to cut the throats of yours.” 
But does our friend the ambassader believe us de- 
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prived of common sense, when he pretends that his 
government has not the power to exercise a just con- 
trol over the conduct of its subjects? The English 
government had this power, and hastened to use it, 
when it was thought necessary to prevent English 
vessels from carrying a little corn to the Turkish gar- 
risons dying with hunger, and at least reckoned 
on the humanity of an old friend. The existence of 
this power was clearly demonstrated then, and the mi- 
serable death of many Mussulmen proves it too well. 
If we are at peace with England, we have certainly 
the right to demand that the court of London should 
not perinit its subjects to make war against us. If the 
government disapproves of the hostile eonduct of its 
subjects, why does it not say to them, one for all, 
“‘The perte has been our friend for ages; we have | 
no complaints to make of it; and justice, therefore, 
requires it should have no cause to complain of us; it 
fulfils its treaties, and, therefore, we must fulfil 
ours.”? Why does not the English government use this 
language? Why has itnever said one word to the Eng- 
lish people which resembles friendship to us? Our 
friend, the ambassador, is angry that we do not every 
thing which he asks. Can he reasonably be asto- 
nished at this? He always uses words full of friend- 
ship for us; but, does he believe that we are ignorant 
of all the mischief that his countrymen seek to do us? 
How are we to reconcile his words with their ac- 
tions? We cannot, in fact, comprehend these con- 
tradictions. The sublime porte asks, what it is justi- 
fied in asking, that the English should be forbidden 
henceforward to carry on hostilities against the Mus- 
sulmen, either in person or by sending money or am- 
munition, (as they now do openly and publicly), or by 
establishing under the nose of the Ionian government 
the centre of their machinations against the interests 
of thé sublime porte. It is clear that the English go- 
vernment can prevent all this if it will; and it should 
will this. 


The following concluding paragraph of lord Strang- 
ford’s note to the Turkish government, is given in the 
London ‘Times, of the Sth ult. 

After fulfilling the orders of the king, his master, 
the undersigned (lord Strangford) has the honor to 
inform the ‘‘sublime perte, that he is authorized by 
the emperor of ali the Russias, to make known that 
the complete and immediate evacuation of the principalities 
is at present the only and sole condition on which his 
imperial majesty hinges the re-establishment of his 





diplomatic relations with the Ottoman government; | 
that this condition, at all times the first, is likewise the | 
last; and that as soon as the sublime porte shall fulfil, 
on this essential point, what treaties prescribe, the 
new minister of his imperial majesty will leave Pe- 
tersburgh to proceed to Constantinople, and wiil re- 
new the relations of friendship, so long interrupted, 
and prove to the divan, by a conduct always frank | 
and loyal, the disposition of the Russian cabinet to 
bury all its former differences.in profound oblivion. 
‘This declaration, which is as noble as it is friendly, 
constitutes a new epoch in the important negociation 
which now occupies the attention of Europe. It re- 
iluces the question to its simplest elements. ‘The sub- 
lime porte is now officially informed, that the re- | 
turn of a Russian mission depends only on one con- | 
dition—that of executing its treaties: in other words, 
the condition of doing that which is just, useful and | 
indispensable.” 














Military Academy. 
Report of board of visitors on the last general examination. | 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR, July 1, 1824. 

Major general E. P. Gaines, president 
of the board of visitors of the military academy. 
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tion, the report of the board of visitors on the las 
general examination of the cadets of the military 
academy, and on the organization, administration 
and police of the institution. While the report, 
founded, as it is, on minute examination and inspec- 
tion of every department of the institution, furnishes 
the most satisfactory evidence of its excellent condi- 
tion, it, at the same time, affords conclusive proof 
of the zeal and intelligence with which the gentle- 
men composing the board have fulfilled the object 
which the government had in view in inviting their 
attendance at the examination. 

Tavail myself of this occasion of making, through 
you, my acknowledgments to the gentlemen consti- 


_tuting the board, for the time and labor which they 


have gratuitously bestowed, at the request of the de- 
partment, on this important national institution, ane 
of expressing the satisfaction which I have experi- 
enced in learning, from so authentic a source, that it 
has completely attained the object which the legisla- 
ture had in view in its establishment. 

Ihave the honor, &c. &e. 

J. C. CALHOUN 
U. S. MILITARY ACADEMY, 
West Point, June 19, 1824. 
To the secretary of war: 

Sir: In compliance with your invitation, the un- 
dersigned, acting as a beard of visitors, have attended 
the examination of this institution, and have now the 
honor to report their proceedings, which wi!! be 
found in the annexed journal, to which they add the 
foliowing remarks: 

Ist. The position of the United States’ military 
academy combines advantages possessed by few, if 
any other places, for the preservation of health, the 
enforcement of subordination, and the attainment and 
diffusion of knowledge in the elementary and higher 
branches of fixed and moral science, all-important to 
our civil institutions, military defence, and nationa! 
character. The cadets,coming from every section of 
the country, contribute much, in their mutual and 
united efforts in the pursuit of this knowledge, to the 
extirpation of local prejudices and sectional antipa- 
thies; and they carry with them, in return, feelings 
and principles of enlarged patriotism, with habits of 
temperance and industry, added to an education the 
mest useful to themselves, and to the republic for 
whose service they are destined. 

2d. The examination, generally, has been con- 
ducted with a patient minuteness, that has given to 
each cadet ample means to develope the character and 
extent of his acquirements in the various Uranches 
of his study. ‘Every individual of the first and second, 
and most of the third class, afforded undoubted evi- 
dence of previous application, and approved progress 
in their studies and other duties assigned to them re- 
spectively. The cadets afforded, not only satisfactory 
evidence of theiraccurate knowledge of the most im- 
portant branches of the fixed sciences, upon which 
they were extensively examined, but many of them 
exhibited, moreover, a facility and perspicuity of ex- 
pression and illustration, manifesting the most pro- 
mising traits of a rich elocution. Among the cadets 
helonging to the upper classes, the shades of differ- 
ence in their attainments, and by which their rela- 
tive rank is fixed, appear, in many cases, to be so 
slight, as torender it difficult for the board of visitors 
to settle the question of rank; they, however, concur 
in the opinion, that the arrangement of each class, in 
the accompanying catalogue, is substantially correct 

3d. The course of instruction in the French lan- 
gilage appears to have resulted in giving the severa! 
classes a good knowledge of its grammar, and a fa- 
cility in rendering the sentences into English suflici- 
ent toenable them to pursue their military studies 


Sim: [have received and read, with much satisfac- | without inconvenience in that language. 
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4th. In the drawing school the board has examined 
umerous and very satisfactory examples of proficien- 
cy in topography, landscape and plane-drawing. 

5th. The important advantages arising from the 
connection of mathematical science with military 
education, being universally acknowledged, it is a 
rause of peculiar satisfaction to the board of visitors 
io be enabled to state that, in every branch of mathe- 
matical knowledge which has occupied the attention 
of the cadets, the most satisfactory proofs have been 
afforded, that their attainments reflect honor upon 
themselves and the institution in which their educa- 
ition is received. Anaecurate and familiar acquain- 
tance with this essential part of the course of edu- 
cation is not merely derived from the immediate ex- 
amination of the abstract mathematics, but the infer- 
ence is also forcibly and conclusively deduced from 
the readiness and facility with which they have been 
applied to the various branches of natural philosophy. 
in the pure mathematics the evidences of their ad- 
vances are derivable from the accuracy and rapidity 
of their operation upon the black board—the ease 
with which the various substitutions, arising out of 
the different values in the calculations, have been ef- 


fected—the variety of expressions necessary to be | 


emploved—the methodical arrangement in the de- 
monstrations of the propositions, the correctness of 


the results, and the intelligence evinced in assigning | 


ihe rationalia for every step of the operation. A 
close attention to the examinations, has convinced 
the board that the cadets are familiarly acquainted 
with a considerable portion of the differential and in- 
tegral calculus, the application of algebra to geome- 
try, the two trigonometries, descriptive geometry, 
and the other parts of elementary mathematics. If 
it were necessary to refer to any particular portion 
of the mathematical course, we would, with satis- 
faction, allude to the discussion of curved lines and 
transformation of rectillinear co-ordinates; the gene- 
ral discussion of the equations to the three distinct 
elasses of curves of the second order; to the fine 
theory of perspective; the application of the diffe- 
rential caleulus to the theory of curved surfaces and 
to transcendental curves, and that of the integral eal- 
culus to the quadrature of curves, and their rectifica- 
tion; te curved surfaces and the measurement of their 
volumes. 

The ready application of mathematical knowledge 
o every section of natural philosophy—to military 
and civil engineering, has afforded the most ample 
proofs, that the means of deriving practical utilities 
trom physical science, are possessed by the cadets of 
the institution. The variety, range and difficulty of 
the questions proposed by the examiners; the general 
correctness and judgment in the answers; the evi- 
dent ease and facility of reply, connected with a lo- 
zical precision, which could only be obtained by pa- 
tievt and intense application of the mental powers, 
are accurate tests that the different sections of this im- 
portant branch of the course have been conducted 
with skill and perseverance. Where so much ex- 
eellence has been apparent, it is, perhaps, unneces- 
sary to allude to any particular department of the 
physical course. 
iirm, that the propositions relating to accelerated and 
retarded motion, to the theories of projectiles, 
strength of materials, theory of arches, spouting of 
fluids, oscillation of floating bodies, and physical as- 
tronomy, were illustrated and demonstrated under 
circumstances of peculiar excellence. The propo- 
sitions relating to the attraction of solids, from New- 
ion’s principia, were demonstrated with much ability. 

It accords with the sentiments of the board, to state 
that the attainments witnessed in the mathematical 
and physical classes, were, if possible, discovered in 
ahigher order in the sections of military and civil 
engineering. It was satisfactorily exhibited. bv the 


We will, however, presume to af- | 


diversity of questions proposed, that the very es- 





; 
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| 
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sential knowledge relating to mortars, cements, uses 
of wood, its defects, construction of arches, and de- 
termination of the voussais, on the principles of de- 
scriptive geometry, to the mode of constructing roads, 
head-gates of dams, locks, and canals, uses and rela- 
tive strengths of the different kinds of iron, classif- 
cation of soils in regard to foundations, and the ope- 
ration of piling, had been acquired. It will, perhaps, 
assist in forming conceptions of the acquirements of 
the class, by stating a few propositions, to whose con- 
structions and demonstrations the board gave the 
strictest attention.—In civil engineering—to explain 
the appareil of a grain, formed by the intersection of 
an annular vault with a radiant vault; to explain the 
appareil of the common grain, and of the cloistered 
ceiling; to explain the appareil ofan oblique rampart 
vault.—In military engineering—to explain the defile- 
ment of a fortified front on irregular ground; to ex- 
plain Manze’s system of mines, and the theory of 
mining generally; to explain the construction of Man- 
ze’s front in fortification? 

In all the demonstrations and elucidations of civil 
and miltiary engineering, the evident and important 
advantages, arising from the course of descriptive 
geometry adopted in the academy, were forcibly ex- 
posed. In this branch, the profound attainments pos- 
sessed by the cadets, were exhibited in a high degree 
of perfection, by the constructions performed on the 
black board. The precision in drawing the lines by 
hand, without the assistance of rulers, and the cor- 
rect relative proportions of the parts of the figures, 
are proofs of judgment and much industry. 

The exhibition which the class of engineering has 
made before the board, of the general principles of 
theoretic military defence, and civil and military 
constructions, has been highly satisfactory. The 
course of instruction in this class embraces— 

ist. A development of the theory of that descrip- 
tion of the science of war which depends upon the 
selection of proper positions for detence by forti- 
fications, and upon the planning and adaption of these 
works to the positions, including the estimates of the 
expense of construction, ealled engineering. 

2d. An iilustration of the maxims of military de- 
fence and offence. 

3d. A theoretic explanation of the construction of 
fortifications and of civil constructions, embracing 
canals, roads, bridges and public edifices. 

4th. ‘The graphic execution of the various sys- 
tems of plans for these constructions, and for orna- 
mented architecture —in the demonstration of which 
we have seen the application of descriptive geometry, 
and modern simplification of perspective and plane. 
drawing, and of resolving solids and their sections to 
planes. In the course of this examination of this 
class, the large majority have discovered an intimate 
acquaintance with the theories as laid down in the text 
books, or explained by the professor and assistant. 

This course is the first step of application to the 
mathematical theory to that description of practice 
which is essential toa just arrangement in the mind,of 
students, is the theory of engineering to practical use; 
and, when we consider the rising demand in our coun- 
try for civil engineers, we must admit that the fuli 
endowment of this brancl: of study would be a great 
national economy; we, therefore, advise that to this 
course there should be added the mechanical execu- 
tion of models in stone-cutting and carpentry, and ma- 
chine making; to eflect which it would be necessary te 
provide a work shop, tools and materials, a teacher in 
machine draughting, and a master model maker, two 
assistant teachers of engineering, and a drawing 
chamber and a modelling room, both to receive light 
from the ceiling. We are of opinion that the grade 
of merit in the academic scale of this branch is too 
low to excite a proper degree of emulation in the 
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whole graduating class to obtain eminence in the mi- 
nute parts of the course; especially when it is consi- 
dered that; this is the peculiarly professional branch 
for which the institution was first intended, and, also, 
that eminence in attainment in this department fixes 
the cadet’s particular pursuit in life. We would also 
observe that it does not appear to us as desirable to 
continue the practice of taking cadets in this course 
for assistant teachers in other branches. Such em- 
ployment deprives the best of them of the time to 
give an undivided attention to the course. It were 
better, as a general rule, to offer sufficient induce- 
ments to graduates to take the station of assistant 
teachers. 

In the course of natural and experimental philoso- 
phy, the theory of mechanics and of astronomy, and 
of physics, generally, have been ably illustrated by 
the class pursuing this branch, at the black board. 
But it appears to us that more attention should be 
paid to the practical illustration of this course, espe- 
cially in astronomy, to which desirable end a further 
endowment of the professor is requisite, in an increas- 
ed number of instruments and apparatus, such as are 
exhibited upon an accompanying memorandum of 
those now in the academy, and such also as we con- 
ceive to be necessary to add to the present collection. 

In the department of history, moral science and 
reography, the board observe that the students have 
acquired a commendable collection of facts; but the 
board feel it a duty to state, that the minds of these 
young men do not appear to have been sufficiently di- 
rected to a philosophical view of these branches of 
history and moral science. For the more convenient 
accommodation of the professors of chemistry and 
philosophy, in giving instructions to their classes, the 
board decm it desirable to have two rooms construct- 
ed and added to the present academy, of about 49 by 
$0 feet each, the expense of which would be about 
$4,000. 

Comfortable quarters are wanting for the professor 
of chemistry and for the officer of the staf connected 
with the supplies, transportatior. and keeping the aca- 
demic property. Such quarters could be erected 
for about $6000. 

The discipline of the institution is of the first order. 

ts excellence is demonstrated, 

ist. By an exemplary police pervading every de- 
partment, from the kitcnen to the barracks—from 
the necessary refreshments of the table, to the highest 
vocations of the military and academic staff. 

2d. By the various courses of instruction, as well 
moral as scientific and military, both theoretical and 
practical, affording conclusive evidence of zeal, vigi- 
jance, and superior qualifications on the part of the 
superintendent, and great industry, subordination, 
and promise on the part of the cadets. 

The drill. The position of the cadets under arms, 
and their movement in company and battalion exer- 
cise, were found to be strictly conformabie tothe re- 
culations governing them; and to presentan aspect of 
regular tactical knowledge on the part of the cadets, 
unequalled by any troops the board of visitors have 
ever seen. Thecvolutions of the line were perform- 
with all the accuracy and professional ability that the 
very limited number of cadets could possibly admit. 
The field artillery, as well as the rifle exercise, were 
likewise performed in a manner highly creditable to 
the institution. We have the honor to be, &c. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Maj. gen. and president of the board. 
Jorn J. Johnston, Henry R. Warfield, 
Thomas Levins, WV. Toieson, 
John Chester, James T. Austin, 
4.S. H. Burgess, Wm. I. Sumner. 
Jos. G. Swift, 


tee 
ee 


The names, Thomas Levins, J. H. Johnston, John 
Chester, Jos. G. Swift, Wm. H. Sumner, are here- 
unto affixed in the handwriting of the secretary of the 
board. Those gentlemen had approved the letter, 
and retired before a copy could be made, and direct- 
ed their names to be affixed to the copy as soon as pre- 
pared; which is accordingly done. 

J.T. AUSTIN. 
Secretary of the board of visitors. 
West Point academy, 22d June, 1$24. 








CHRONICLE. 

Messrs. E. G. Stanley, J. S. Wortley, jr. and J. F. 
Denison, members of the British house of commons, 
have arrived at New York, on a visit to the United 
States. 

1 public dinner was given to commodore Rodgers at 
Washington on Thursday last, previous to his de- 
parture from that city on foreign service. 


The U. S. sloop of war Ontario, capt. John R. Ni- 
cholson, commander, sailed from New-York on the 
22d inst. for the Mediterranean. 


The United States ship Decoy, lieutenant Gamble, 
sailed from New-York on the 18th inst. for the West 
Indies. 

Died, at the quarantine ground, New-York, on the 
26th inst. heut. N. L. Cumming, of the U. S. navy. 

The cadets at West Point are held in readiness to 
march to New-York on the arrival of gen. La Fayette. 

Washington Irving has received from Mr. Murray, 
bookseller, London, 1,500l. sterling for the copy right 
of his new novel. 

-Ippointments. Col. George Croghan, of Kentucky, 
a distinguished soldier of the late war, has received 
the appointment of postmaster of New Orleans. 

Samuel Moore is appointed director of the mint, in 
the place of Robert Patterson, resigned. 

Captain Isaac Burdick has been appointed to the 
office of naval officer of Newport, vice col. H. Sher- 
burne, deceased. 

Internal improvement. It is stated in one of the New 
York papers that a barrel of flour can now be trans- 
ported from Albany to New-York, a distance of 150 
miles, for 121 cents; and that one individual offers to 
do it forseven cents. 

-1 further loan for the New-York canal, of $460,000 
on stock bearing an interest of 5 per cent. has been 
recently concluded. 

Laborers. Five hundred colored laborers are adver- 
tised for, to work on the west end of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware canal. 

4 lead mine, presumed to be very extensive, has 
lately been discovered upon the farm of Dr. Martin 
Hubb, of Shenandoah county, Virginia. 

New-York. A tremendous thunder storm, attended 
with hail and rain, was witnessed in New-York on 
the 23d inst. Its fury was such as to tear the slates 
from the tops of houses. In the lower parts of the 
city considerable damage was sustained, the cellars 
having been filled with water, occasioned by the great 
quantity of rain which fell. 

Michigan. The first legislative council of this ter- 
ritory convened at Detroit on the 7th ult. Abraham 
Edwards was chosen president, and John P. Sheldon 
clerk. 

Bank robbery. The branch of the Louisiana state 
bank, was entered by two villains on the night of the 
6th June, and robbed of a large amount of money. 
The robbers made their way to Natches, and, in 4 
short time, inundated that town with Louisiana state 
bank paper. A reward of $1,000 is offered for the 
detection of the thieves and the recovery of the 





money. 
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